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Alfonso Jones can’t wait to play the role of Hamlet in his school’s hip-hop rendition of the

classic Shakespearean play. He also wants to let his best friend, Danetta, know how he really

feels about her. But as he is buying his first suit, an off-duty police officer mistakes a clothes

hanger for a gun, and he shoots Alfonso.When Alfonso wakes up in the afterlife, he’s on a

ghost train guided by well-known victims of police shootings, who teach him what he needs to

know about this subterranean spiritual world. Meanwhile, Alfonso’s family and friends struggle

with their grief and seek justice for Alfonso in the streets. As they confront their new realities,

both Alfonso and those he loves realize the work that lies ahead in the fight for justice.In the

first graphic novel for young readers to focus on police brutality and the Black Lives Matter

movement, as in Hamlet, the dead shall speak—and the living yield even more surprises.

About the Author"Alphabet Alliteration" is a new twist on an old subject, learning the English

alphabet. "How The Fox Got His Color" and "Where Hummingbirds Come From" are picture

books for children ages 3 - 6 years of age. "The Dance of The Caterpillars", a lesson in

prepositions is designed for 2nd grade students. "The Gnomes of Knot-Hole Manor" is a

chapter book targeting 3rd graders. It teaches words with silent letters and words that sound

the same but are spelled differently. "Catherine's Travels" is an historic novel that takes place in

Missouri during the 1800's. Catherine and her family flee war torn Austria seeking a new life in

America. Disaster strikes and Catherine finds herself alone in the wilderness. "Catherine's

Travels Book 2 ~ Lawson's Search" After Lawson's beautiful wife, Catherine, is kidnapped he

embarks on a search that will take him across the United States, over the Rocky Mountains

and into the land of the Navajo. Catherine will take a terrifying, yet rewarding journey with her

husband's starch enemy. Blue Eyes goes on a vision quest that will change his life forever.

Adele is an artist as well as a published author. Her books are currently available through her

web site (http://www.creationsbycrouch.com ), and on Kindle and Ebook Tops. Creations by

Crouch is making an attempt to produce bilingual books that will not only assist people in

learning the language of their choice, but also to preserve (in some small way) languages that

are in danger of becoming extinct. With that in mind, Adele is always on the lookout for

translators of new and endangered languages. Please feel free to contact Adele if you are a

native speaker of any Native American languages. Adele's children's books have become

popular with English as a second language students and foreign language students all over the

world and are on the top 10 list of ESL study material on Ebook Tops. Her website is filled with

study material to help people study foreign languages. It includes - vocabulary lists, MP3 files,

and even has a list of the questions you need to know to pass the US citizenship exam. All of

this is free to the viewer. See: www.creationsbycrouch.com If you wish to contact Adele, you

can email: Adele@creationsbycrouch.com
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FLO_TEXT_FLOW_003Foreword We provide no guides, manuals, tutorials, courses, or

training to help children of color survive the presumption of guilt and dangerousness with which

they are born. Black and brown young people bear an unfair burden in America. They are

required to understand a history that is not clearly taught in school, develop survival skills that

few teachers impart, and navigate unfounded suspicions no one should confront. Many young

people of color must find hope even when they are surrounded by tragedy, trauma, and

experiences that constantly reinforce the fact that survival will be hard, success even harder.

The narrative of racial difference in the United States has created a smog that pollutes many

communities and marginalizes people of color. It began when white settlers came to this

continent and killed millions of Native people, forced them off their land, and declared them to

be “savages.” That same narrative of racial difference sustained two centuries of human

enslavement where African people were abducted, kidnapped, beaten, abused, sexually

exploited, and denied human dignity. The Thirteenth Amendment prohibited involuntary

servitude and forced labor, but said nothing about the ideology of white supremacy and the

narrative of racial difference that was slavery’s true evil. Slavery didn’t end in 1865; it evolved.

For another hundred years our nation witnessed racial terror lynchings, widespread

mistreatment and economic exploitation of people of color, segregation, Jim Crow laws, bans

on interracial romance, and unaddressed racial bigotry. A heroic civil rights struggle helped

move things forward, but the narrative of racial difference endured. Today, we have mass

incarceration and a criminal justice system that treats you better if you’re rich and guilty than if

you’re poor and innocent. The Bureau of Justice predicts that one in three black male babies

born in this country will spend time in jail or prison; this was not true throughout most of the

twentieth century. An epidemic of police violence claims the lives of people of color, who are

frequently menaced, targeted, and harassed. In schools,

FLO_TEXT_FLOW_004on streets, and frequently in media and popular culture, black children



are presumed criminal and must do exceptional things to enjoy the opportunities other people

are freely given. We are Alfonso Jones. There is hope. Black and brown people in the United

States have created a remarkable history of survival, achievement, and progress even in the

face of extraordinary obstacles. We shall overcome. It is tragic that we need a book like I Am

Alfonso Jones today, but we do need it. For many, this is required reading. Like the gifted

creators of this amazing book, we need to tell the truth about our history. We need the wisdom

of generations before us who have endured the pain of racial inequality. We need the hope of

our courageous ancestors to overcome the injustice that defines too many communities.

Hopelessness is the enemy of justice. Silence, fear, and anger are the elements that sustain

inequality. I Am Alfonso Jones makes an important statement about ending the silence,

confronting the fear and anger, and ultimately building a new way forward. This is a powerful

story, with a powerful message that we all need to learn: Justice is a constant struggle. Join the

struggle. Bryan Stevenson Executive Director of the Equal Justice Initiative Author of Just Mercy

Dedicated to the memory of my cousin, Lorenzo José Tolbert (July 20, 1992–July 20, 2016),

whose twenty-three years on the planet, full of such possibility and promise, were horrifyingly

too brief, and whose untimely passing left unbearable confusion and pain in its wake, denying

the world such beauty, intelligence, and talent. May your spirit-force soar free!—T.M. Dedicated

to my son Solomon and my daughter Nyla-Simone. I’m honored to be your father and proud of

the people you are becoming.—S.R. For my nephew Alex, and all the promise and hope that

you embody.—J.J.

FLO_TEXT_FLOW_005For murder, though it have no tongue, will speak. —Hamlet by William

Shakespeare

Chapter One—Prelude to a Diss Bullet

Chapter Two Messenger Being a bike messenger has its advantages. I can weave in and out of

traffic. Give red lights the Heisman. Glide around with my backpack on, trumpet strapped to the

rack. Whiz past cabs clogging up the streets. In other news, a nor'easter's set to hit the tristate

area . . . So I won’t wear out my kicks as quick! Ride to school, lock my bike out front, pray

nobody walks off with my wheels— or the Schwinn seat I saved up for! Yes, yes, y’all! Being a

bike messenger has its advantages— —but not when it snows!

Chapter Three Huffing Through Harlem Weekends, I ride around like a land-bound Tuskegee

Airman, huffing through history. Earbuds pumping hip-hop beats on repeat, biking through

Harlem streets. I like the trumpet and acting, but this selfie, statue, safari trip I’m on has me

hooked! As my grandfather —the good reverend Velasco T. Jones— always says, “Harlem is

living history!” This is Harriet Tubman. She was the conductor of the Underground Railroad.

Hittin’ up statues, taking selfies, collecting quotes for my book of black legends. “I never ran my

train oà� the track, and I never lost a passenger.” “WHAT’S lN YOUR HAND?” Um, a book. An

iPhone. Weird brown grooves in the shape of an M—and calluses?

He’s a character in the book with the same name, where to be black is to be practically

invisible. Forget Benny Goodman—Duke Ellington is the King of Swing! But Louis “Satchmo”

Armstrong is my main man! He played the trumpet—like me! Here’s what the Duke had to say

about “He was born poor, died rich, and never hurt anyone along the way.” That’s my motto!

You can put that on my tombstone now!



Frederick Douglass is one of my father’s heroes. “The thing worse than rebellion is the thing

that causes rebellion.” me a throwback photo of my father where he used to rock a Frederick

Douglass ’fro! HAHA! He looked like an old- school Michael Jackson! Uh-oh! Gotta go! Have to

rush back to the crib— next week for a selfie and more research for social studies project.

BTW, I was named after the historian that library Alfonso Schomburg!

Chapter Four Getting Out Mom Dukes doesn’t like me riding my bike at night. And she hates it

when I’m late for dinner.

What are you doing, Fonso? Counting your loot? I could smell the cigar fumes from here— and

I’m deep in some mojo!* M’ijo, I have news . . . Oh, my god! Is this what it means to be in

heaven? That mofongo is off the hook, Ma! I learned from the best! Mami had me cooking

every night. You millennials don’t know anything about that.

Oh, you got jokes! Yes, well. Men went to work, women took care of home. Yeah, but in those

days, it was all about women cooking for their men! Try cooking and cleaning for a house full of

kids, making sure everybody gets ready for work and school. bills, the laundry. Picking the kids

up from school. Then the I don’t know how my mother did it! They thought they were the only

ones with backbreaking work. Us girls had to help her, of course. That’s how it was. The men

were pampered. I don’t wear Pampers! My little comedian! No, you aren’t pampered. But you

definitely will be learning how to cook! I’m proud of you and how much you’ve been saving to

see your father. But guess what? You hit the number! I wish! Suit? I don’t have a . . . su—

You’re going to have to use it for your suit!

Whatchutalkinbout, Hey . . . Mama? Your father’s lawyer called and said he is coming home!

Wha . . . how . . . ? As we knew all along, your father is innocent! The DNA tests DNA tests

finally got done, and your dad’s came out negative! He’s been completely exonerated, and this

nightmare is finally over! Oh my God! Oh my God! Granddad called. He’s making the

arrangements for your dad’s release. We are going to have the biggest party! After all these

years. I can’t believe it. Now I don’t have to see my father behind Plexiglas.

Chapter Five Crush I love Henry Dumas School of the Arts—but 3 o’clock can’t come soon

enough. That’s when everybody heads for the doors in a bum rush! And I get to give a ride

home to my crush, Danetta. Making my deliveries. Messenger money! At band practice. I’m

gonna see my dad!

This One Summer, Displacement, Parable of the Sower: A Graphic Novel Adaptation, Anya's

Ghost, Squad, The Hidden Witch: A Graphic Novel (The Witch Boy Trilogy #2), The House of

Dies Drear (Dies Drear Chronicles Book 1), The Witch Boy: A Graphic Novel (The Witch Boy

Trilogy #1), The Midwinter Witch: A Graphic Novel (The Witch Boy Trilogy #3), From the Desk

of Zoe Washington, Juliet Takes a Breath

AwakenJedi, “Buy it. Read it. Understand it. Believe it down to your soul. Share it. This book is

for every young person touched by the loss of a friend in their prime. It's rich in visual content
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and surpassed in written word. When you're represented, the validation feeds your soul. It's like

a life fertilizer in a paperback book-thank you trees. I think the pivotal moment of seeing life

before and after you die, will humble and change the perspective of every type of audience

reading this graphic novel. I don't want to give away the story line...but the prolific history of

black and brown leaders connecting to 21st century youngsters is priceless. There's poetry,

history, artistry, authenticity and empowerment in this engaging read. I challenge a grandparent

to read this with their grandchild. Connect the generations. Our elderly are living ancestors that

connect the past with the future. What I loved most about this book is that ancestors have an

influential role in reality and in the spiritual world...they speak to the living. This graphic novel is

a window into history and a reflection of now-like roots regenerated!”

Nan-C, “I AM. At the end of a long day of visits, lunch conversations, and a lecture

presentation, I was thanking John Jennings and Damian Duffy for being so awesome

discussing their recently released graphic novel adaptation of Octavia E. Butler’s KINDRED. I

congratulated them again on their week old release of I AM ALFONSO JONES. We had talked

about all the new YA books that were being published and how many held the same theme.

And right before departing, John said it was unfortunate that the big selling topic is the killing of

little Black boys . . .The constant shootings and beatings of Black people across the United

States has caused a state of numbness in people that are watching or reading the news. We

are living in a culture where the old saying, “Who you gonna believe me or your lying eyes?”

holds true every time a not guilty verdict is announced even though videos show police officers

beating, strangling, or even shooting a Black person over and over and over again. The eyes

are misinterpreted in every courtroom across the country when officers are put on trial for

these deaths.I AM ALFONSO JONES is a hip-hop blues production beautifully choreographed

by Tony Medina, John Jennings, Stacey Robinson and Damian Duffy. This graphic novel

rhythmically moves through the life and hereafter of fifteen year old, Alfonso Jones of Harlem.

This is a living testimony of the many wandering Black souls that have been killed by police

violence without any justice and definitely no peace. From Eleanor Bumpurs to a Black

homeless veteran, these spirits ride throughout New York on a different underground railway,

one where they are invisible, forgotten, and sadly not freed because of juries denying their

innocence.I AM ALFONSO JONES begins with a soaring bullet aimed at a fifteen year old who

was just holding a clothes hanger and a lifetime of hopes and dreams. The graphics precisely

detail how the artists’ danced perfectly with Medina’s words throughout the story. They literally

were all on the same page / panel to make sure the reader does not miss one drop of the pain,

shock, anger, and betrayal that is seen through classmates, parents, and community. This book

is spiritual, historical, and poignant. It is timely and should be read by EVERYONE. The Black

Lives Matter Movement is real. The featured bullet has been real too many times. The painful

message within I AM ALFONSO JONES is sadly real. And unfortunately the non-existing

ending is also real. I AM Alfonso Jones.”

woahwoahwoahwhat, “Emotionally Challenging Themes Presented Bravely, Without Apology. I

was fortunate enough to see I Am Alfonso Jones illustrators John Jennings and Stacey

Robinson speak on a panel at SXSWEDU. The panel was about the ways that art can help

confront inequality by shining a harsh light on it and creating a narrative that resonates with

audiences. They spoke about their work on I Am Alfonso Jones, and I picked the book up

immediately because I appreciated their philosophy so deeply.What a heartbreaking and

beautiful work. I am especially partial to the illustrations, but of course the visual aspect and



the narrative aspect of a graphic novel are inextricably tied. The story takes on a fascinating

and innovative side of the matter, adopting a perspective that only a work of fiction could help

the reader consider and explore. Although this one is clearly designed to introduce younger

readers to the realities and dangers of growing up as a person of culture in a system that

refuses to reckon with its bigotry and bias, its weight works for older readers, as well. This is an

important book. If you're a fan of Angie Thomas' The Hate U Give, you will appreciate the new

angles that I Am Alfonso Jones offers.”

StephStinemetz, “Critical Addition for Young Adult Libraries. I Am Alfonso Jones is a critical

addition for all young adult classroom libraries! Alfonso Jones is a character that students are

able to relate to, and develop a relationship with even after his death. The graphic novel format

of this story, is crucial in that it gives an entirely new group of readers access to an important

social justice topic. The visualization enables readers to understand and process Alfonso's

story differently than if they were just reading words. The multiple perspectives illustrated

throughout this story enables to readers to be thoughtful warriors for a positive change in their

futures!”

Julia, “Sobering and beautiful. I'll admit that graphic novels are not my favorite story telling

media but this really used it well. It's beautifully drawn. The threads of Hamlet throughout were

genius.This isn't a book with a happy ending. There is no justice for Alfonso in the end, just

pain and heartache and a world that continues on. It left me yearning for justice.”

Malia, “Good messages/ Okay storyline. Not so much a storyline as it is a retelling of the

history and examples of systemic racism in US society...I appreciated the info but I feel it kinda

hits you over the head with the themes of Black Lives Matter--but maybe that is what we need/

our children need to learn..”

Kristin Crouch, “Great graphic novel that introduces the Black Lives Matter through .... Great

graphic novel that introduces the Black Lives Matter through the wrongful death of a black

adolescent. Labeled YA through my library, I found it very informative and put it in my fifth

grade library. Hasn’t stayed on the shelf more than one class.”

Lola, “Braided chocolate. Bought for grandson. Likes the commiks. He claims to enjoy the

stories and lessons.”

Sarah, “A must have.. I thoroughly enjoyed this book as did my 12 year old. Much needed in

schools and libraries. The story is relatable and relevant to so many young people of colour.”

The book by Tony Medina has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 304 people have provided feedback.
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